Roundabout Renaissance:
Traveling in Smarter Circles

hat are those intersection

designs that send us trav-
elingincircles? Why aretheyrela-
tively rare here in the U.S. and yet
so widespread in other countries?
Whatis the advantage of this form
of intersection? A Federal
Highway Administration
(FHWA) project addresses such
questions and provides national
guidelines for evaluating and
designingroundabouts.

According to Bruce Robinson of
Kittelson & Associates, Inc., who
is the Principal Investigator on
the project, roundabouts are use-
ful replacements for accident-
prone or congested conventional
intersections. In general, a prop-
erly sizedroundabout will usually
out-perform other types of inter-
section in terms of reduced delay
andinjury accidents.

Roundabouts range in size from
mini-roundabouts for local street
intersections up to multi-lane

3 ’@

G
Y

Contrary to popular belief, the circle
around the Arc de Triomphe in Paris,
France is technically not a roundabout.

roundabouts at arterial and free-
way ramp intersections.
Potential roundabout sites
require careful, objective plan-
ning to determine the most suit-
able intersection form. A capacity
analysis of alternative intersec-
tion types should first be per-
formed, followed by a more in-
depth study to establish the opti-
mum lane configuration.

A geometric layout helps estab-
lish the space requirements.
Roundaboutsarearelatively new
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First Roundabout on an

Oregon State Highway

Opens in Bend

etting to Mount Bachelor, a

destination skiresortincen-
tral Oregon, will be easier now.
The Century Drive/Colorado
Avenue intersection has recently
been reconstructed as a modern
Roundabout.

Traffic growth due to new devel-
opment proposed in the area has
been projected to push the inter-
section over capacity in the near
future. As part of its development

plans for the Century Washington
Center, Brooks Resources
Corporation constructed a round-
about at this intersection, the first
roundabout in Bend and the first
onan Oregon state highway.

Continued on Page 3

Page 1




